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Dootilh
May 2020

”BUILDING A POWERFUL, PROSPEROUS
AND PROUD COMMUNITY,  HEALTHY IN

MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT.”

Handing out
herring eggs
Handing out

Kitamaat Village residents and members in the
District of Kitimat received bags of herring eggs. It
was the first time town of Kitimat members were
included in this type of distribution.

herring eggs
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Virtual Town Hall answers Haisla questions
as pandemic continues

Haisla Nation Council hosted a virtual town
hall for members on May 20.

The meeting was a chance for members to
address questions and hear from both elected
Councillors - Chief Councillor Crystal Smith,
and Councillors  Kevin Stewart and Arthur
Renwick were in attendence - as well as the
wider HNC Pandemic Planning Team which
includes members of HNC’s staff.

The Pandemic Planning Team has met regu-
larly - through online means - to discuss mat-
ters relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, and
what actions could be taken to address mem-
bers and the community’s health and wellbe-
ing at these times.

Among the topics discussed was the ongo-
ing restricted access checkpoint in to Kita-
maat Village. The checkpoint currently
remains there to stop visits by non-Haisla

members (excluding HNC staff or those on
business) from entering the community, a
means to slow a possible spread of COVID-19.

“[The restricted access point is to] to ensure
we stop the influx and overflow of people that
may potentially be coming in to our communi-
ty,” said Chief Councillor Smith.

The checkpoint is currently managed by
Tracey Ross, and questions can also be e-
mailed to her at traceyross@haisla.ca.

Lucille Harms, HNC’s Community Care Coor-
dinator, also attended the town hall and spoke
to the virus itself.

“COVID is real and it is here,” she said. “We
have to protect each other the best we can.”

The entire live stream recording is available
to watch. You can find a link to it on haisla.ca
(a link is on the banner on the main page), or
on the “Haisla Nation” YouTube channel.

mailto:traceyross@haisla.ca.
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We fully understand our restricted access
checkpoint has been challenging for the
community but we are very appreciative that
most understand its purpose to limit potential
spread of COVID-19.

The province, while still under a state of
emergency, has begun their process for slowly
re-opening services and businesses, and we
want to be reflective of that change in our own
community.

Our guidelines for non-resident Haisla
coming through our restricted access point to
date has been for only specifically defined
purposes, such as using the Gas Bar or
making drop-offs to residents of the Village.

The Pandemic Planning Team at HNC has
now decided that non-resident Haisla
members and their immediate family, and
HNC staff and their immediate families, are
welcome to the Village for recreation as long
as they still allow for safe physical distancing.

What this means is if you would like to come
for a walk on a trail or by the waterfront in
Kitamaat Village, you can.

What this doesn’t allow for still are large
family gatherings, or activities that put you in
close proximity to people who are not in your
social bubble.

If you come to the Village to see a friend or
relative, take a walk with a good two metre – or
more – space between you, and resist the urge
to hug them!

And if you are feeling unwell at all, please do
not come, or even leave your home.

COVID-19 is not going away overnight, and
we must continue to use caution to keep
ourselves and our community safe.

Please be respectful of the community by
doing everything in your power to make sure
COVID-19 cannot find its way in.

Wa.

What’s new at the access checkpoint

SURVEY!
haisla.ca/accesssurvey

mailto:traceyross@haisla.ca.
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WASSUM

TOWASSUM

Lets bridge the generational divide
between our youth and our elders!

Youth who would like to be a part
of this exciting project become an
active part in the lives of Haisla
elders.

This program is intended to
connect the generations, allowing
youth to learn about what an
elder’s childhood was like, their
experiences, and knowledge about
Haisla culture and the territory.

Youth participants are
encouraged to also record the
information they learn that can be
shared in the community.

HAISLA NATION COUNCIL

(heart to heart)
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VIRTUAL
BIKE
PARADE
Thanks to all for
participating!
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Elder yard
clean up

HAISLA NATION COUNCIL

Haisla elders in Kitamaat Village and Kitimat who need extra
assistance tidying up the outside of their properties, including

power washing their home siding, can call in to request this work.

Contact the Haisla Nation Council administration building by
calling 250-639-9361and ask to register for the Elder yard clean-

up program.
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HAISLA NATION COUNCIL

WATHL CREEK ROAD
IS NOT A LANDFILL

The area at the end of Wathl Creek
Road has, unfortunately, become
used as a dumping ground for
community garbage.

Dumping of trash here is a
community health and safety hazard,
and can attract wildlife putting
residents at risk.

Please respect our community and
environment by properly disposing of
your garbage, and using the District
of Kitimat landfill.

HISTORY
This area of Wathl Creek Road had
originally been used by Haisla Nation
Council to store large metallic items
being directed to larger metal
recyclers elsewhere.
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The Haisla Recreation Centre will be opening
up as of Tuesday, May 19.

Here is what you will need to do to use our
facility:

– Sign a Waiver Form before your start your
first appointment

– Haisla and Community Members ONLY
– Book your appointment through the Haisla

Recreation Centre page let us know well ahead
of time if you’re gonna cancel.

– Use the hand sanitizer provided and
cleaning solutions provided.

– Respect social distancing, no hugging or
handshakes at all in the Rec Centre.

– 1 household at a time and 1 hour max per
appointment! And only 1 appointment per day.

– our doors will remain locked and only
opened up for the gym user 15 minutes before
their session.

– Clean after you’re done your session and
put equipment away you used. Rec attendant
will go in and sanitize with the spray gun
before next appointment.

– Youth room will be closed and basketball
court will remain closed as well.
– Machines will be moved and spaced out to
help with the social distancing.

– Gym hours will be 9am-10pm
Failure to follow these guidelines can result

in losing the privilege to use the weight-room
and treadmill room.

Soft re-opening of Recreation Centre means
access to weight room by reservation
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SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE CAMERAThis meeting will reoccur every
Monday, 3 to 4:30 pm

May 25
June 1
June 8

June 15
June 22
June 29

Haisla Culture
& Language Program

Haislakala Learners Group
will now be meeting online

via "Zoom.”

Download the app to your
phone or log in through
your desktop computer

Join Zoom Meeting:

Find the link online at

Or,

HAISLA NATION COUNCIL
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What is Upcycling?
Upcycling is a term used for taking a used material that would oth-
erwise be thrown in the trash (or recycled) and making it into a
useful product.
Why upcycle?
There’s lots of good reasons to upcycling including many environ-
mental benefits such as:

�� Saving materials from the landfill
Many creative people take items that would be put in the garbage
to upcycle them. Proving that one person’s trash is another’s trea-
sure!

�� Lessening the use of natural resources
Lots of energy and raw materials are necessary to create brand new
items
Other benefits also include doing your part to lessen your impact
on the environment (every bit helps!), learning crafting and repair
skills, and making neat, one-of-a-kind items!
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YOUTH
VIDEO
CALL-OUT

The Haisla Culture &
Language team would
like to hear from our

Haisla youth!

Please send us a video
telling us what it means

to you to be Haisla.

Videos can be sent to
Shelley Bolton, Culture
Camp Administrator at
campinfo@haisla.ca.

Videos will be compiled
together and shared to

the community.

Submissions welcome up to June 5 at 4 PM

NEW DEADLINE
JUNE 5!

http://www.bearsmart.com/


23

If you have’t already, you need to start
thinking about bears and keeping our
community safe.

It is crucially important to keep your garbage
and other attractants secured.

“I’ve been through Kitamaat Village and I’ve
even taken the steps to mark some our
dumpsters with notices asking members not
to dump fish waste,” says Haisla Nation
Council’s Bear Aware Coordinator Kim Vroon.
“We need to do anything as a community to
make sure we don’t make it appealing for
dangerous wildlife to wander in.”

Tactics to avoid problems with bears
includes keeping your garbage secure until
garbage day and picking the fruit off any trees
in your yard.

You should take care as well to properly
dispose of any fish waste, and not leaving it
somewhere that will smell and bring the
animals in.

Start thinking ahead on how to keep our
community safe from the bears

http://www.bearsmart.com/
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We would like to hear from Haisla’s that
have had babies from May 2019 to May 2020.

We will be sending out gift bags that we
normally give out at “Welcoming Babies”
during Haisla Days. We would like to know the
baby’s name/birthdate/weight at birth/
parents/grandparents/siblings/your address/ &
your phone number. We will be delivering to
locals in Kitamaat & the town of Kitimat and
mailing to those that live elsewhere.

If you would like your baby to be a part of
“Welcoming Babies” powerpoint that will be
posted on HNC & C’imo’ca facebook sites

We will post the PowerPoint and deliver gift
bags on June 1.

Lets welcome our Haisla babies

The education department has tutors
available to assist students virtually for
students in K-12 or adult upgrading.

Please contact Nancy Nyce if you'd like to
arrange a tutoring session.

Nancy can be contacted at nnyce@haisla.ca
or 250-639-5301.

Any high school students (including MEMSS
& KCH students) can send a copy of their
report card to the Education Department for
Academic Awards for the most recent term of

the semester.
During this time, we will not request an

application to be filled out.
Categories:
Principal's List - average of 89.5% or higher

(GPA 3.7 to 4.0)
Honour Roll - average of 85.5-89.4% (GPA 3.0

to 3.69)
Honourable Mention - average of 79.5-85.4%

(GPA 2.8 to 2.99)
The student must be a registered Haisla

member to be eligible.
Please send report cards to Marlayna Amos

at mamos@haisla.ca or by fax to 250-632-6973.

What to know from the Education
& Empoyment department
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Yawc! Gyu-kwa-loot
I am Gya-yu-stees (Joe Starr). I am a retired

teacher and have just completed the course
requirements for Bachelor of Arts at
Vancouver Island University at Nanaimo, B.C.

The past two semesters I have undertaken
two Directed Study research projects under
the direction of Dr. Laurie Meijr-Drees at
Vancouver Island University (Nanaimo BC).
The first paper focused on the Anderson Home
for Boys at Kitamaat. This is the name of the
School/Home in the historical/archival
documents. This paper looked at the
stakeholders - George Anderson who left his
bible studies in Portage la Prairie (Manitoba)
upon learning that “the Indians were in need
of enlightenment”, the Methodist Church of
Canada (today is the United Church of
Canada), Wahouksgamalayou (Charlie Amos),
who is the first documented Haisla to embrace
the gospel.

Through Wahouksgamalayou Reverend
Thomas Crosby established contact with the
Kitamaat people. Thomas Crosby had a very
influential role in the establishment of the
Anderson Home for Boys and later the Home
for Boys and Girls which eventually was
named the Elizabeth Long Memorial Home.

With the assistance of Tsimpshan lay
missionaries Alfred and Kate Dudoward,
Edgar and Marie Edgar, Patrick Russ and
George Robinson, these institutions came to
be at Kitamaat. By 1893, Reverend George
Raley arrived at Kitamaat, and soon had
working knowledge of the Haisla language.
With the support of Heymas Jasee (1893-96)
and a number of men (no women listed on
documents) endorsed Raley’s vision for a

Home for Boys and Girls at Kitamaat. In 1896
the Women’s Missionary Society (Hamilton,
Ontario), supplied the funds for the building
materials. Raley and the men of Kitamaat
constructed the first Home for Boys and Girls.
I was unable to find a name of this first Home
for Boys and Girls in any of the archival
documents.

While this Home was being constructed, the
Anderson Home was used as a transition
residence for the children until the Home was
completed.

Working alongside Raley was Elizabeth Long
who was appointed matron of this new
institution. Prior to her relocating to Kitamaat,
Long had worked under the direction of
Thomas Crosby at the Girls Home at Port
Simpson, B.C.

In 1907, the first Home for Boys and Girls
Home was destroyed by fire. At that time,
Raley was away from the community. Within a
year, a new Home was constructed and Raley
named the new building The Elizabeth Long
Memorial Home. The archival documents note
that Long left Kitamaat because of her
declining health, where another document
notes that she returned to work with Crosby at
Port Simpson. The Elizabeth Long Memorial
Home was in operation until 1941. United
Church Archives (Vancouver, B.C.) only has
records of the Elizabeth Long Memorial Home
up to 1907. This was the year both Raley and
Long left Kitamaat and relocated to Port
Simpson

I hope to present my research this summer
at the Haisla Homecoming.

Snapshot of Early Schooling of Kitamaat
Children



26
HaislaNation haisla_nation haisla_nation

Haisla Nation Council reserves the right to accept
or decline to publish submissions.

Get digital and cut back on the paper
If any Kitamaat Village residents are

interested in opting out of door-to-door flyer
services, please refer to the below contact
information and we will supply you with a
laminated sign for you to post in clear view
outside your home.

All information sent through door-to-door
flyers can also be found on the "Haisla Nation -

HNC" Facebook group as well as the Haisla.ca
website.

:
Kim Vroon, Recycling Coordinator
Email: kvroon@haisla.ca
We can save 17 trees by reducing 1000

kilograms (1 tonne) of paper waste


