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March 10, 2020 

Coronavirus Update & Action  
In response to ongoing concerns regarding the coronavirus, the Haisla Nation Council 
held a pandemic planning meeting on the afternoon of Friday, March 6, 2020. Following 
this meeting, action items are to be addressed and follow up discussions will be held 
with program managers, Thursday, March 12. 

 

Coronavirus Update 

As per the First Nations Health Authority website on March 9, 2020  

"While the risk to First Nations people in British Columbia from novel 
coronavirus COVID-19 continues to be low, the threat is being taken 
seriously. 

British Columbia's health system has a detailed plan in place should the 
coronavirus known as COVID-19 spread across the province. 

It is important to remember that by the beginning of March there were 
only thirteen confirmed cases of the coronavirus in British Columbia. All of 
the thirteen cases so far identified in BC had recently traveled to an 
affected country, or are close family contacts of people who have been 
diagnosed with CoVID19. There have been no cases reported in First 
Nations communities. 

Bearing that in mind, please approach these preparations with calm in our 
hearts and trust in each other to avoid causing unnecessary anxiety in our 
communities." 

 

https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/information-on-novel-coronavirus
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Haisla Nation Council Action 

Still, there are a number of steps First Nations communities can take now to prepare for 
the possibility the virus spreads more widely. 

First Nations Health Authority 
Recommendations  

Haisla Nation Council Action Taken  

 
Review your existing Communicable 
Disease Emergency Plan (Pandemic Plan), 
and update it as needed. Make sure all of 
the contact information is correct and 
that people are aware of what is expected 
of them.  
 

Plan has been updated and initial meeting 
took place on March 6, 2020.  

 
Review the community's supply of 
essentials.  
 

In Progress 

 
Where there is one, check to see if the 
community health centre or nursing 
stations requires additional support to 
prepare for possible coronavirus patients. 
 

In Progress  

 
Train and prepare staff to cover for each 
other as people may need time off to care 
for their families or for themselves. 
 

 

 
Continue to follow the First Nations 
Health Authority communications 
channels for timely and reliable 
information on the outbreak. 
 

Ongoing  
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Band offices and other community organizations should consider taking the following 
measures to prevent the virus spreading in the workplace.  

 Promote frequent hand washing with soap and water, use hand sanitizer. 
 Frequent cleaning and sanitizing of door handles, washrooms and surfaces that 

are frequently touched is important. 
 Recommend people sneeze and cough into a tissue or their elbow. 
 Encourage people to stay home if they are sick. 
 Where possible, allow and enable people to work from home. 

Finally, HNC Senior Management is reviewing budgets to determine where financial 
resources may be required. And Senior Management will continue to monitor First 
Nations Health Authority and will provide further updates as the situation evolves.  

 

Advisories 
For your reference, Haisla Nation Council has gathered advisories from Health Canada 
and the First Nations Health Authority that address key concerns.  

 
From the First Nations Health Authority 

• Advisory for Schools and Child Care Facilities 
 

• Important Steps for Communities to Take  

 
From Government of Canada Public Health 

• Travel advisories  
Note there are no current restrictions for domestic travel. However, HNC will 
continue to monitor this.  

 

https://www.fnha.ca/
https://haisla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/FNHA-Coronavirus-Info-Advisory-for-Schools-and-Child-Care-Facilities.pdf
https://haisla.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/FNHA-Coronavirus-Info-Important-Steps-for-Communities-to-Take.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html
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More information 

For the latest information from the First Nations Health Authority, please go to:  
https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/information-on-novel-coronavirus 

Anyone concerned that they may have been exposed to, or are experiencing, symptoms 
of the novel coronavirus COVID-19 should contact their primary care provider, local 
public health office, or call 8-1-1.  

Public Health Agency of Canada also set up coronavirus telephone information line at: 
1-833-784-4397. 

 

Questions 

If you have any questions about how Haisla Nation Council is monitoring and addressing 
the coronavirus issue, please do not hesitate to contact: 

Laura Owl  
Chief Operating Officer  
Email: lowl@haisla.ca       
Tel:  (250) 639-9361 Ext. 126    

 

https://www.fnha.ca/about/news-and-events/news/information-on-novel-coronavirus
mailto:lowl@haisla.ca

